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The Present Situation and Issues of Adolescence Learning
Project Carried out in Cooperation with a school and an
area in Tonaki Village, Okinawa, Japan

Kamizato Chizuko, R.N.,P.H.N.,M.H.S.”’

The process of depopulation is progressing rapidly in Tonaki village due largely to its geographical location
resulting in a closed society and limited interaction among villagers in an increasingly aging society.

Junior high school students are forced to live on Okinawa island in order to prepare themselves for senior
high school entrance examination and, as a result, independent autonomy is demanded of them. | am concerned
about the voice heard about scarcity of opportunities for direct contact between infants and junior high school
students.

In Tonaki village, | carried out the adolescence experience learning project for the following purpose in 1998
and 1999.

1. Junior high school students became aware of the holiness of life and healthy upbringing toward parenthood.
2. Affording opportunities among area inhabitants to think about an organization network for successful child
upbringing.

| distributed questionnaires to 24 junior high school students, who finished the learning project, 36
patronesses and area inhabitants. The examination of questionnaires revealed the following: There have been
marked change in recognition among junior high school students, who underwent the learning in terms of
acquiring higher awareness of infants, families, child care and parents. From the impression gained from
patroness and area inhabitants, the need for support system for family and the area as a whole is strongly felt.

Key words: Adolescence, Experience learning, Junior high school students, Islands, Area health
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